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Noise-differentiated track access charge component 

a. Description 
 
For the 2019 network timetable period (9 December 2018 to 14 December 2019), railway 
undertakings will be entitled to a reduced track access charge (“noise bonus”) if they use 
freight wagons fitted with composite brake blocks for freight traffic services on the ÖBB-
Infrastruktur AG rail network. 
 
The noise bonus is a noise-differentiated track access charge component according to 
Article 4 of the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/429 and is intended to 
provide an incentive to retrofit freight wagons with low-noise braking technology. Attention 
is drawn to Recital No. 14 of the Regulation, which stipulates that the incentive should be 
passed on to whoever bears the cost of retrofitting. 
 

b. Conditions 
 
The noise bonus shall be granted to all freight wagons used on the ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG 
rail infrastructure: 

1. that have been retrofitted with composite brake blocks in accordance with the 
requirements of Regulation (EU) 1304/2014 (“TSI Noise”); and  

2. for which the RU or wagon keeper has provided ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG with the 
following information (“retrofit data”) via a web application (registration tool for low-
noise freight wagons, see www.laermbonus.at) or via a separate data interface1: 
 

 wagon keeper 
 12-digit European vehicle number („wagon number/wagon ID“) 
 number of axles 
 retrofitting date 
 current braking equipment 
 proof of retrofit 

ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG is a participant in Single Entry Point (SEP, see www.sep-
silentwagon.info), a contact point for bonus applications set up jointly by the Swiss 
Federal Office of Transport (BAV), DB Netz AG and ProRail. 

 
This means that the retrofit data for freight wagons that have already been registered 
via the Single Entry Point and are thus stored in the Silent Wagon Database (SWDB) 
does not need to be provided separately to ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG.2 

 
3. Furthermore, the freight wagons must be included in the wagon list of the relevant train 

on the Infrastructure Transport Information System (INFRA.TIS).  
 
After the retrofit data has been submitted, the noise bonus for the relevant freight wagons 
will be included from the following calendar month. 
 

                                                      
1
 More information on web applications and data interfaces can be requested from the OSS. 

2
 ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG accepts this data if the mandatory fields according to the SEP form on the www.sep-

silentwagon.info website are correctly filled out, and if evidence of the retrofitting (certificates) is submitted, where 
requested by the ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG. The data submitted by the RU or wagon keeper via the ÖBB-Infrastruktur 
AG interfaces or web application regarding retrofitted and otherwise low-noise wagons is also stored in the SWDB. 

http://www.laermbonus.at/
http://www.sep-silentwagon.info/
http://www.sep-silentwagon.info/
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ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG reserves the right to carry out random checks of the retrofit data. 
Incorrect or incomplete information must be corrected by the RU or wagon keeper without 
being prompted. ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG shall withhold the noise bonus or any partial 
amounts affected until the incorrect information is clarified. Noise bonus amounts received 
in error must be reimbursed by the RU.  

 

c. Calculation and settlement 
 
The noise bonus is granted depending on the actual mileage each freight wagon covers on 
the ÖBB-Infrastruktur AG rail network and the number of retrofitted axles. The mileage of 
the freight wagon from the first day of the month following the submission of the retrofit 
data is used for the calculation of the noise bonus. 
 
The noise bonus for the 2019 network timetable period is € 0.01 per axle-km. 
 
 

 
 
 
A maximum noise bonus supplement of € 425 shall be granted per retrofitted freight wagon 
axle (regardless of the runtime; see point d. below). 
 
If a retrofitted wagon is used by several RUs, it attracts a noise bonus corresponding to its 
running performance, to a maximum of € 425 per axle. The noise bonus applied for a given 
calendar year will be paid at the start of the next calendar year, or taken into account in the 
track access charge. 
 

d. Outlook 
 
For the network timetable periods from 2020 up to 31 December 2021, ÖBB-Infrastruktur 
AG will also allow for noise-differentiated track access charge components according to the 
provisions of the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/429. 
 
This means that, in principle, the modalities determined for the 2018 network timetable 
period will be maintained. The total noise bonus granted per retrofitted freight wagon axle 
over all complete network timetable periods is however limited to an upper limit of € 425 
(maximum bonus amount per retrofitted axle over the entire running time). 
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